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The Herefordshire Field-Name

Survey

n the 1830s the Church of

England was in the process of
reform. The old tithe system had
become obsolete and so tithes were
to be replaced by a rent charge. In
order to calculate the value of this,
tithe maps were drawn up, and the
names of the fields in all the
Parishes were recorded. These field
names provide a major resource for
the archaeologist and local historian
and it is one which the
Herefordshire Field Name Survey
has been investigating and for
which they were delighted to win
the Graham Webster Laurels in the
British Archaeological Awards.

Herefordshire is fortunate in having an
almost complete set of parish tithe maps
which gives the fields and their names from
1838 to about 1846. The tithe maps consist of
two parts: firstly there are the maps them-
selves, some of which are huge, big enough
to carpet a small room. But attached to each
map is a schedule or apportionment listing
each field and giving not only the name but
also its size, the occupier, its current use and
the tithe payable.

The work began when Mrs Ruth
Richardson who teaches archaeology at the
Herefordshire Sixth Form College, began
researching the field names in the Hereford
Record Office where the Diocesan maps are
deposited. Here she met up with Geoff
Gwatkin, a professional map maker who was
also studying the maps and was preparing to
draw them out to a standard scale of 6 inches
to the mile. Subsequently, having drawn all
the base maps, he has turned it into a small
business, selling coloured versions of the
lettered maps to interested purchasers, often
the landowners or farmers. Having
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completed Herefordshire he is currently
doing the same for Gloucestershire.

Ruth Richardson and Geoff Gwatkin
therefore decided to join forces, he to draw
the maps, she to organise the collection of the
fieldnames on the schedules to the maps.
Other volunteers were drawn in, and the
Herefordshire Field Name Survey was estab-
lished, under the aegis of the Woolhope
Naturalists” Field Club, the county archaeo-
logical and mnaturalist society for
Herefordshire. Eventually 118 people were
involved with a dedicated core committee
who supervised the publication stages. The
volunteers did the original transcription of
the names which were then checked, typed
out, rechecked against the copy, and then
printed as a parish list. Each of the 260
parishes or townlands now has a special
brochure consisting of a map and list of field
names. These are sold for between £1.25 and
£4.50 each, the cost of the total set amounting
to £542; the booklets were mostly photo-
copied to order, with an additional dozen or
so spare, and complete sets have already
been purchased by several bodies including
the English Place Name Society. Schools and
local libraries have parishes relevant to their
local areas.

Archaeological Indicators

Now that the names are all readily
available it is possible to make use of them.
Many field-names record vegetation, the
quality of the soil, local history etc but the
group wanted to research the use of names as
archaeological indicators. Different members
have chosen to investigate different field
names. For instance, Elizabeth Taylor found
‘Byefield” to be connected with structures
utilising rivers such as weirs and crossings,
Beryl Harding looked at kiln fields, while
Rosamund Skelton has found Deserted
Medieval Village names preserved by the
field names covering the sites. Steve Clarke
of the Monmouthshire Archaeological
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Above. What does ‘Castle’ signify as a field
name? Here, Castle Farm can be seen in the top
left corner, with Castle Meadow adjacent.
However there is no castle there: the castle lies in
Castle Tump, in the centre of the plan, where
field-walking revealed the remains of a motte-
and-bailey castle.

Right. The “‘Cinders’ placename (marked by
triangles) appears to be a significant indicator of
Roman activity. In this map of Herefordshire,
there are two groups. The main group, to the
south, marks the Roman iron-working in the-
Forest of Dean. A secondary group to the north
appears to mark charcoal burning,

Another significant placename is ‘Byefield’.

These are clustered along the River Wye, and
appear to mark weirs and crossings.
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